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You desire truth in the inward being; 
therefore, teach me wisdom in my 
secret heart and Purge me with 
hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
wash me, and I shall be whiter 
than snow. Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and put a new and 
right spirit within me.  —Psalm 
51:6–7, 10 

This week we start our journey into the 
wilderness during this season of Lent. 
Throughout this time, we will be remind-
ed that we are in a season of penitence 
walking towards renewal and new rela-
tionship with God. In the readings today 
we are reminded of the many ways we 
fall short of the mark of being right-
eous before God, sinning by our actions 
and inactions. 

Therefore, our journey towards Easter 
should be one of deep reflection, per-
sonal assessment of our shortcomings, 
with a humble and honest desire to be 
made whole, to be of clean heart with a 
new and right spirit. 

One short and sweet prayer I say 
throughout the day that helps me to 
stand humbly before God is the Jesus 
Prayer. With it I am always before Jesus 
asking to be made clean by His saving 
mercy. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mer-
cy on me, a sinner. 
                                              Sandy Blaine  
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          FIRST COVENANT 
     PURPOSE STATEMENT

The purpose of First Covenant Church is
to worship God,

equip people to live in faith,
share God’s love,

and serve the community around us.

             DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday.-
March 12th. Be sure to set your clocks one 
hour ahead so you are here on time for our 
Worship Celebration.

FOOD SHELF MONTH

Each March our church conducts a drive for Quad 
Cities Food Shelf. which serves residents of Virginia,  
Eveleth, Mt. Iron, Gilbert, Cotton, and the surround-
ing area.

Food items currently needed at the food shelf  are 
canned meats, soups, one-dish meals, canned fruit 
and vegetables, cereal, pasta, and crackers.  Paper 
products  such as toilet tissue, paper towels, dispos-
able diapers, and personal hygiene products are al-
ways needed.



This month each dollar and every pound of food do-
nated to the food shelf will be partially matched. 
Cash donations are spent buying food from the food 
bank.

On the four Sundays of March, there will be a box in 
the front entry of the church  for you to leave  dona-
tions. Checks should be made out to the Quad Cities 
Food Shelf.

SERVING CHRIST IN   HIS   CHURCH

Ushers:
Mar.   5—Bob & Mary Nelson
Mar. 12—Shirley Koskik
Mar. 19—Roger & Judy Linden
Mar. 26—Mike U& Kathy Hannay
Apr.   2—Brian & Julie Hill

Caretakers for the week of . . .
  Mar. �  5—Shirley Koski & Barb Knapper

Mar.  12—Russ & Stephanie Carlson
Mar.  19—Brian & Julie Hill
Mar.  26—Jeffrey & Heather Jones
Apr.    2—Mike & Kathy Hannay

COVENANT KIDS CONGO

As a result of the work of Covenant Kids Congo,  the 
number of students in school has increased signifi-
danrtly. Of special importance is then increase in the 
number of girls enrolled in school. As children gain 
access to quality education, achieve literacy, and 
complete school, they have better opportunities to 
thrive.

UPDATE FROM 
STEVE & BARB SWANSON

Reflections on home assignment 2022
So many thoughts run through our heads as we re-
flect on this time of being in the US.�  We are so 
blessed by our families, friends, ministry partners ~ 
both churches and individuals.� You all kept us mov-
ing forward and sustaining us in the hard moments 
when we were traveling so much, but also in those 
moments of pure joy as we had time t]gether and 
could share stories of God’s incredible goodness.� 
Being home in the US after 5 years away is always 
an interesting experience, as we try to catch up on so 
much of life that has happened during that time 
away.� Add to that the pandemic and all that has hap-
pened in our country, and we felt like we were lost in 
a lot of conversations.�  Yet we felt God’s presence, 
and provision, in so many ways.

MARCH BIRTHDAY

8th Russ Carlson

BULLETIN,  CALENDAR,
AND NEWSLETTER DEADLINES

Items for the April calendar  need to be e-mailed to 
pogy56@q.com by Sunday, March 19th Weekly bul-
letin items should be e-mailed  to 
gailjohnston@gmail.com by Wednesday

Items for the April issue of the Lamplighter should 
be sumittedby Sunday,March 19th Items may be 
submitted by e-mail to. gailjohnston@gmail.com 
Remember that we are always looking for news of 
interest for the “Among Us” column.

Flowers for Easter
If you would like to bring in an Easter lily or other 
flower for Easter Sunday, please have it to church by 
the Saturday before Easter.


